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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: TECH, TGEN, CA, ENRG 

SUBJECT: URANIUM ENRCHMENT 

DEPT FOR SCI 

REF: OTTAWA 0008 

SUMMARY: SEVERAL U.S. AND FRENCH JOURNALISTS INDICATED 
THAT FRENCH ARE NEGATIVE ON U.S.-EURODIF COOPERATION AND 
HAVE IN NO WAY LESSENED THEIR DETRMIN ATION TO PROCEED WITH 
EURODIF PROJECT. END SUMMRY. 

1. PARIS CORRESPONDENT FOR U.S. DAILY TOLD SCIATT THAT AT 
PRESS LUNCHEON FOREIGN MINISTER JOBERT REPLIED NEGATIVELY TO 
HIS QUESTION ABOUT POSSIBILITY OF U.S.-EURODIF COOPERATION. 
SOURCE SAID SUBSTANCE OF JOBERT’S REPLYWAS: (1) THERE WOULD 
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BE NO COOPERATION SINCE U.S. AND EURODIF ARE IN COMPETITION 
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AND (2) AT EC MEETING COPENHAGEN FRENCH WERE UPSET WITH GER- 
MANS FOR NOT CONTRIBUTING TO EURODIF. 

2. ANOTHER PARIS CORRESPONDENT (FOR U.S. TECHNCAL JORNALS) 

QUOTED EURODIF DIRECTOR BASSE TO EFFECT THAT IT WAS NOW TOO 
LATE FOR SUBSTANTIAL COOPERATION WITH U.S. ADOPTION OF U.S. 
TECHNOLOGY FOR ANY MAJOR PART OF EURODIF PLANT WOULD DEMAND 
MODIFICATION TO OTHER PARTS, RESULTING IN PLANNING CHANGES 
AND MAJOR DELAYS. VIRTUALLY THE SAME LINE WAS HEARD FROM 

LE MONDE'S VICHNEY. SCIATT HAD CONTACTED BOTH TO ASK THEIR 
OPINION ON ARTICLE IN JANUARY ISSUE OF NUCLEAR ENGINEERING 
INTERNATIONAL (PUBLISHED IN K) WHICH REPORTED SOFTENING 
OF GOF COMMITMENT TO EURODIF. BOTH SAID REPORT WAS NONSENSE. 
NEITHER HAD SEEN ANY SIGN OF LOSS OF RENCH INTEREST NOR HEARD 
ANY WORD OF IT IN PARIS PRESS CIRCLES. ON THE CONTARY, 

THEY INDICATED FRENCH ARE PUSHING THEIR EURODIF PARTNERS TO 
GET PROJECT GOING. 

3. ANOTHER RECENT CONFIRMATION OF FRENCH COMMITMENT TO 
EURODIF CAME IN LE FIGARO OF JANUARY 8 WHICH QUOTES CEA 
ADMINISTRATOR GIRAUD: "THE YEAR 1974. WHCH MARKS ALSO THE 
DEBUT OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE EURODIF PLANT, WILL CON- 
FIRM THE ESSENTIAL IMPORTANCE OF THE URANIUM ENRICHEMENT 
PROBLEM. IT WOULD BE ASTONISHING IF ONE OR PERHAPS SEVERAL 
OTHER INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS OF THEIR KIND DO NOT SEE TH LIGHT 
OF DAY. THEY ARE NECESSARY TO SATISFY GROWING WORLD NEEDS." 

4. COMMENT: THE ABOVE AND OUR OWN ASSESSMENT ARGUE AGAINST 
OPINION OF CANADIAN OFFICIALS REPORTED REFTEL THAT EURODIF 
WOULD FOLD IN A COUPLE MONHTS. WE SUSPECT THAT FRENCH CON- 
TACTS WTH CANADIANS ON BRINCO (REFTEL, PARA 1A) WERE EITHER 
FISHING EXPEDITIONS FOR INFO OR ATTEMPTS TO DISSUADE BRINCO 
MEMBERS FROM GOING AHEAD. THE FRENCH COULD CONCEIVABLY HAVE 
LONG RANGE PLANS TO LOCATE A SECOND DIFFUSION ENRICHMENT PLANT 
IN CANADA TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF INEXPENSIVE POWER AND ABUNDANT 
URANIUM ORE. HOWEVER, WE HAVE SEEN NO SIGN OF THIS. GIRAUD’S 
REMARKS (ABOVE PARA 3) MAY HAVE BEEN INTENDED TO HEAD OFF 

ANY CRITICISM OF EURODIF PROGRAM FOLLOWING DISCLOSURE THAT 
URENCO CONTRACTED FOR CONSTRCTION OF TWO CENTRIFUGE ENRICH- 
MENT PLANTS, IN ALMELO, NETHERLANDS, AND THE OTHER IN 
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CAPENHURST, UK, WITH CAPACITIES OF 200 TONS (ABOUT 200,000 
SW) EACH IN 1977, INCREASING TO 2,000 TONS (ABOUT 2 MILLION 
SW) EACH IN 1980. 

5. TO OTTAA: EMBASSY APPRECIATE CONTINUED INPUT ON 
CANADIAN REACTION TO FRENCH ENRICHMENT PLANS. 

STONE 
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